
 

 

  



You are unwavering in your mettle; undaunted by the challenges that await you in the next two days, 

I see it in the tightness of your brow, the steely glint in your eye, the crispness in your stride as you 

walk towards your committee room.  

 
The International Press(IP); The role of the press in today’s world is often shrouded in controversy, 

and IP shall make a humble attempt to replicate the critical stance that modern journalism 

manages to pull off with such aplomb. Whistle-blowing capabilities aside, IP has a variety of tools 

that help it function with both autonomy and flexibility. Our nibs are sharp, our inkwells are 

bottomless, and our eyes and ears are open. Believe me when I say, there is no escaping the 

International Press. 

On that note, let me be one of the many to welcome you to VIPSMUN'14. In my first intra MUN 

conference, I was a mere photographer carrying within me a fever for MUN that hasn’t left me yet, 

(and shows no signs of doing so). The MUN bug is unrelenting there is not a single day that goes by 

that I regret catching it. I wish you the very best of luck in your diplomatic endeavours this 

weekend; go forth and make the world a better place. 

    Ambar Tewari 

Editor-in-Chief 

International Press Delegation 

VIPS INTERNATIONAL MUN 2014 

 

  

FROM THE DESK OF: 

The EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear delegates, 

Every Model United Nations 

conference is a time of 

wonderment, a time where the 

mere concept and thought of 

debating current affairs and 

executing foreign diplomacy sends 

a shiver down your spine. You are 

eager and determined, resolute in 

your belief that you will represent 

your country with utmost pride and 

honour.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIPS International Model United Nation: A 
beginning! 

 
Finally, the most awaited event ; VIPS INTERNATIONAL MUN 2014 in 
collaboration with United Nations Information Centre  for India and Bhutan 
and in association with the World Lung Foundation, Lawctopus as an online 
media partner, Lex Witness as magazine partner and IALM as academic 
partner saw the light of the day. The opening ceremony began with the 
welcoming of the esteemed Guests of Honor,  Dr. Kayla Laserson, Country 
director, Division of global health protection, CDC Delhi and Mr. David Mees, 
Counsellor for cultural affairs, US Embassy. 

 
Dr. Shilpa Khatri Babbar, the 

faculty coordinator of VIPS 

INTERNATIONAL MUN welcomed 

the Guests of Honor by a warm 

speech. Ankur sharma, Founding 

Secretary General of VIPS-MUN 

was presented with a memento by 

Prof. V.B. Coutinho, our Principal 

Advisor. 

 

The event was made illustrative with the presentation of a video giving a brief about the event and all the 

councils. The Secretary General in his address spoke about the hard work of the team behind organizing this 

international  event, and declared VIPS INTERNATIONAL MUN ‘open’. 

Prof. I.M. Pandey welcomed the guests and the delegates to the event, stating how much this helps in shaping 

one’s personality, attitude and confidence. 

Dr. Kyla Laserson spoke on the importance of the CDC’s working and spoke about the health hazards of tobacco 

consumption.  She discussed in detail the efforts of CDC in reducing the consumption of tobacco. She also 

emphasized on the policy measures of the Health Ministry along with the research made by the organization and 

its vast epidemiology.  

Expressing his gratitude for the opportunity of interacting with the young Indians, Mr. David Mees articulated 

that hypocrisy and dislikes are prevalent in cultures but he stressed that learning about others gives rise to 

simple acceptance of reality. He mentioned the recent  summit between the President of the United States of 

America and the Indian Prime Minister and acknowledged  the successful efforts made by embassies and NGOs in 

letting two major democracies facilitate organizations like  United Nations. He also added that, along with health 

and education, Cyber warfare and Cyber security needs to be ‘crowned’ with a proper term, thus laying the need 

to develop security policies. Also speaking on sexual orientation and gay riots of 1969, he showed concern about 

Russian policies on same sex adoption and said that it is fundamentally wrong  that someone needs protection 

just because of his/her sexual orientation.  The event teaser and the welcome clip made by Director Media and 

PR, Dhruv Pande added colour to the inaugural. 

Dr. Laserson and Mr. Mees posted the opening tweet at the VIPSMUN’s twitter page followed by the vote of 

thanks given by the principal director, Prof. V.B.Coutinho which highlighted the importance of such events. The 

Guests of Honor highly appreciated the extensive use of technology. The ceremony concluded as deliberation 

commenced and the battle of diplomacy ensued. 

 



 

Will the economy survive 

without  tobacco?                              

-UDIT SHARMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Economic and Social 

Council had its eyes set on 

the agenda of Global Poverty 

and Prosperity: Tobacco 

production, sale and 

consumption. The council 

initiated the                                                              

debate on  

 how nations could curb the health hazards 

caused by excessive tobacco consumption. 

The discussion started off with the delegate 

of Federative Republic of Brazil moving a 

motion to establish the General Speaker List. 

The contradictory arguments made by the 

delegate in her speech faced a series of 

questions from the delegate of Switzerland 

who pointed out the dependence of Brazilian 

economy on tobacco production. 

The opening statements by other nations 

reiterated the need for keeping a watch on 

tobacco sales in their respective nations. 

 

 

watch on tobacco sales in their respective nations. The council in its deliberations 

acknowledged that the sale of tobacco products had been curbed since the use of 

pictures and warning signs. The delegates of Brazil and Canada supported the motion 

to find a way to curb the sale and production of tobacco. On the matter of Global 

production, the delegate of Germany assured that his nation had dedicated at least 

1200 hectares of its fertile land to crops, besides, tobacco. 

The entire Council seemed determined to find a penultimate solution to curb the 

production of tobacco without hindering their economy.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

suppliers of tobacco in the world were busy trying to 

find a solution on the issue. The delegates of India and  

Alliance is the way to go 

           -UDIT SHARMA 
The Economic and Social Council saw an extraordinary turn of 

events during the session when two prime members of the BRICS, 

Brazil and India formed an alliance to deal with the issue of curbing 

the present consumption of tobacco products without hindering 

their respective economies. During the unmoderated caucus, the 

delegates of the two nations deliberated whether banning the use of 

tobacco would be  

 right, or would an 

extensive reduction in the 

production and sale of 

tobacco serve the purpose. 

Two of the biggest  

 

Brazil were seen talking to the delegates of the other nations, trying to convince them on the 

agenda at hand. The delegates of the two nations had made all possible efforts to find the solution 

which concluded that only an extensive reduction could help their economies, banning the 

products could raise economic issues for them. 

One of the most significant developments was delegates of India and Pakistan coming together to 

talk about the impact of reduction in the production and sale of tobacco on their respective 

economies,  despite the troubled relationship between the two nations. The unmoderated caucus 

saw the two delegates exchange chits, as they strongly questioned each other on their respective 

positions on tobacco and its production but, failed to openly oppose each other.  

 The council also saw one of the most unlikely of alliances when delegates of Iraq, Denmark and 

Singapore were seen taking a stand against the banning of tobacco and tobacco production but 

were ready to take extensive cut on tobacco and tobacco production as if they had come prepared 

with a private pact amongst themselves. 

An alliance that came to notice while the session was in progress was the growing bonhomie 

between Iraq, Denmark and Singapore asking each other to raise a particular resolution.  

   

 



 

WORD WARS 

             - Tanushree Vij 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first session of the United 

Nations General Assembly 

stressed on establishing a 

universal definition of cyber 

security, cyber espionage and 

cyber war fare. The delegates 

discussed the ambiguities 

surrounding the two aspects. 

 

The GSL was opened by the delegate of Oman 

followed by the Russian Federation highlighting the 

measures followed by the country for avoiding cyber 

war to which USA countered by mentioning about 

the minimal risk of being prosecuted in Russia and 

that the cyber criminals are benefitted.  

The chair counter questioned the facts presented by 

countries and asked for the laws supporting the 

texts. Following which, the delegate of Israel 

suggested that a new body be established to keep a 

check over cyber security and cyber warfare.  

The discussion in the council heated when the 

delegates of USA and Israel made remarks over the 

other and jumped to nuclear wars, thereby diverting 

from the agenda at hand. USA said “STUXNET was a 

worm developed as a security measure to safeguard 

themselves from the dangerous arms and 

ammunitions developed by Israel.” 

 

from the agenda at hand. USA said “STUXNET was a worm developed as a security measure to 

safeguard themselves from the dangerous arms and ammunitions developed by Israel.” 

The committee seemed lost in deliberations and could not reach a common consensus. After 

deliberations, a motion was raised by the delegate of India to establish a precise definition of 

cyber security, cyber espionage and cyber warfare with the delegate of Mexico suggesting to 

establish a cyber code for the same.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRISIS ISIS 

-TRINA BANERJEE 
 

 
In the middle of the already heated up committee over 

the agenda, a series of crisis broke in. There were 

conflicting views but the delegates of different countries 

were able to formulate themselves into groups putting 

forward their propaganda, collectively. The participants 

sincerely represented the national interest, of the allotted 

nations in a broader vision. 

 

nuclear control system is misused, something as dangerous as Cuban 

Missile Crisis can happen. The news created a rush among the 

delegates. While the caucus was a stage of diplomacy to seek the 

support of nations that have similar interests, United States, Germany 

and Oman constructed the basic idea of the technologically advanced 

which was in difference with the others. United States along with 

Germany approached the podium to change the policies regarding the 

data sharing. The delegate of Oman alligated United States for being 

flexible with the policies but the drop of security level in terms of ext 

of data sharing has not been mentioned. Moreover, the delegate claims 

to be threatened by the USA’s policies for breach of security like it 

faced with Edward Snowden. The delegate of Russia agreed to but was 

also very critical of the proposal of data sharing. 

 

support of nations that have similar interests, the United States, Germany and Oman constructed an idea which was 

in different than the others. United States along with Germany approached the podium to change the policies 

regarding the data sharing. The delegate of Oman accused the  United States for being flexible with the policies but 

the drop of security level in terms of data sharing has not been mentioned. Moreover, the delegate claims to be 

threatened by the USA’s policies for breach of security like it faced with Edward Snowden. The delegate of Russia 

agreed to but was also very critical of the proposal of data sharing. 

While the aura and excitement of tension persisted, the state of crisis burdened. A member of Islamic state of Iraq 

and Syria (ISIS) had his presence in the EB, having an extension of immunity from revealing identity. The member 

claimed to have hacked the satellites and in consideration to stop a nuclear warfare, proposes to free his brothers in 

Oman, China and Russia.  If not met by the terms of negotiation and not given the recognition, satellites will be 

dropped leading to a huge economical loss.  

Russia and Italy expressed their apprehensions and some negative views in the negotiations of the member of 

Islamic state, with India wanting to seek interest of delegates by discussing about the well-being of the whole world 

rather than a single nation. 

The crisis, to which the delegates 

were introduced, was the hacking of 

Defence Support Program. This 

program, basically, is satellites 

detecting the infrared rays 

generated using sensor that can lead 

to nuclear explosions. If the nuclear 

control system is misused, 

something as dangerous as Cuban 

Missile Crisis can happen. The news 

created a rush among the delegates. 

While the caucus was a stage of 

diplomacy to seek the support of 

nations that have similar interests, 

United States, Germany and Oman 

constructed the basic idea of the 

technologically advanced which was 

in difference with the others. United 

States along with Germany 

approached the podium to change 

the policies regarding the data 

sharing. The delegate of Oman 

alligated United States for being 

flexible with the policies but the 

drop of security level in terms of ext 

of data sharing has not been 

mentioned. Moreover, the delegate 

claims to be threatened by the USA’s 

policies for breach of security like it 

faced with Edward Snowden. The 

delegate of Russia agreed to but was 

also very critical of the proposal of 

data sharing. 

 



 

ADAM AND EVE/ADAM OR EVE 

  -TANVI BHATIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first session of the Human rights 

Council displayed enthusiasm. Once 

the council entered into the 

moderated caucus, it soon turned into 

a melting pot of intense debate.  The 

delegate of Pakistan initiated a 

moderated caucus on the topic 

legitimacy of LGBT and specific relief 

to Islamic states. This motion finally 

roused the assembly into action. The 

delegate of Pakistan said he believed 

that Islam didn’t allow homosexuality 

and such acts were a sin. He further 

cited that this was the domestic issue 

of each country and shouldn’t be 

discussed in the assembly. The 

delegate of Iran supported the 

delegate of Pakistan by citing that 

Sharia law rewarded death penalties 

to the people engaging in such 

activities. Saudi Arabia also joined in 

and noted that Islamic law is strongly 

against homosexuality and so is the 

Quran. The point worth noticing was 

the coming together of the Islamic 

states to support this ideology. 

Pakistan soon gained support from 

UAE , Iran, Iraq and Eqypyt. 

 

and such acts were a sin. He further cited that this was the 

domestic issue of each country and shouldn’t be discussed 

in the assembly. The delegate of Iran supported the delegate 

of Pakistan by citing that Sharia law rewarded death 

penalties to the people engaging in such activities. Saudi 

Arabia also joined in and noted that Islamic law is strongly 

against homosexuality and so is the Quran. The point worth 

noticing was the coming together of the Islamic states to 

support this ideology. Pakistan soon gained support from 

UAE , Iran, Iraq and Egypt. 

The delegates of Japan, United Kingdom, Brazil and Italy voiced 

that subjecting homosexuals to violence was inhuman and 

disturbing. They said they believed that protection of lives 

should be the main motive of the creation of assemblies like 

the UN. Citing the human rights, the delegates mentioned that 

all humans were born free and should be left free to follow 

their sexual will. They stated that going against the LGBT rights 

was equal to including inequality as a part of one’s culture 

come up. Japan was noted to be the most liberal country for 

LGBT rights since 1880s. 

The delegates showed remarkable support to their ideology 

and succeeded in putting forward their views. 

 

of assemblies like the UN. Citing the human rights, the delegates mentioned that all humans were born free 

and should be left free to make their sexual choice. They stated that going against the LGBT rights was equal 

to including inequality as a part of one’s culture come up. Japan was noted to be the most liberal country for 

LGBT rights since 1880s. 

The delegates showed remarkable support to their ideology and succeeded in putting forward their views. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of Brokeback’s adoption and marriage: Legit or not? 

-KARAN SINGH The second session of the Human Rights Council reflected descending 

confidence in the delegates. The agenda took an interesting turn when 

most of the delegates voted in favour of the agenda proposed by the 

delegate of Japan i.e. rights of LGBT on the same sex marriage. Delegate 

of Philippines stated that the country is not ready for gay marriage; it is 

illegal. Delegate of Ireland put forth an interesting fact about 73% of 

people agreeing on same sex marriage being legalized in the country. 

The court hearing is pending till 2015 and they are waiting for a 

positive answer.  

 

 
marriage; it is illegal. Delegate 

of Ireland put forth an 

interesting fact about 73% of 

people agreeing on same sex 

marriage being legalized in the 

country. The court hearing is 

pending till 2015 and they are 

waiting for a positive answer.  

is pending till 2015 and they are waiting for a positive answer.  

Delegate of Singapore believes that the government does not 

have any issue against the LGBT community but will take action 

if the community hampers the interest of the society as a whole 

with the Delegate of Iran opposing that the same sex couples 

adopting babies is unhealthy in the long run. In favour of Iran, 

Japan stated that adoption is the ultimate option for the same 

sex couples which leads to psychological problems among the 

children later in their lives. Delegate of Netherlands provided 

that their government considers marriage registered between 

two people and not specifically a man and a woman. The 

delegate further reiterated that only people matter and not their 

gender. The session finally came to an end when Democratic of 

People’s Republic of Korea said that it believes gay couples 

weaken the constitution as they only recognize a marriage 

between a man and a woman. 

 

have any issue against the LGBT community but will take action if the community hampers the 

interest of the society as a whole with the Delegate of Iran opposing that the same sex couples 

adopting babies is unhealthy in the long run. In favour of Iran, Japan stated that adoption is not the 

ultimate option for the same sex couples as it leads to psychological problems among the children 

later in their lives. Delegate of Netherlands provided that their government considers marriage 

registered between two people, not specifically a man and a woman. The delegate further reiterated 

that only people matter and not their gender. The session finally came to an end when Democratic of 

People’s Republic of Korea said that it believes gay couples weaken the constitution as they only 

recognize a marriage between a man and a woman. 

 



 

SITTING WITH A NOBLE PURPOSE- CREATING HISTORY 
An interview with Founding Secretary-General Ankur Sharma 

 

 
 
 
Q1. Since the inception of VIPS-MUN, how do you think it has evolved? 
 
“This is the first International session of VIPS MUN. It in itself shows the giant progress in attracting delegates from all over 
the world to discuss debate and deliberate on crucial issues that are of global concern.” 
 
 
Q2. What are your expectations from upcoming editions of VIPS MUN? 
 
“In the upcoming editions I think the quality of debate and dynamic participation of all the delegates to reconcile 
conflicting interests on global challenges will definitely show a positive path to the world community about what the 
young generations expect.” 
 
 
Q3. What according to you is the role of events like MUN in VIPS? 
 
“We want to create a platform at VIPS where the young students can interact and discuss on key policies, issues of global 
concern and can show the path to the word “community” about the future they aspire for. In the coming times, the world 
will look at our young generation for finding solutions to the global issues with new ideas and a holistic perspective. It is 
the right time for youngsters to start chiseling their diplomatic, negotiation and public speaking skills so that tomorrow 
they can become world leaders.” 
 
 
Q4. What difference do you see in the past and present of VIPS MUN? 
 
“In the last few years VIPS MUN has seen a tremendous growth in every aspect whether it be participation from all corners 
of the world, highly experienced executive board to excellent organizing committee. ‘Earlier I saw that the delegates used 
to sit together to talk on the issues but now they are sitting with a noble purpose to create a history’.” 
 
 
Q5. How did you feel about the felicitation you received? 
 
“Thank you for the honor. This honor in actual term conferred on those people who reposed faith in my ability and 
encouraged me in establishing a vibrant and dynamic MUN Society at VIPS.” 


