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On the pleasant morning of 1st 
November 2014, VIPS-MUN started 
with many students from different 
states and even different countries 
participating in it. The event started 
with the inauguration ceremony. The 
inauguration marked the beginning of 
the event. There were many students 
who decked the space with `black and 
white and welcomed the Guests of 
Honour  for the VIPS-MUN 2014. 
The founding Secretary General of 
VIPS-MUN , Mr. Ankur Sharma was 
felicitated by Prof. V.B Coutinho. Mr. 
David Mees and Dr. Kayla Laserson 
were the Guests of Honour  for the 
event. The faculty convener of VIPS-
MUN, Prof. Shilpa Khatri Babbar 
presented the them with a momento. 
The Secretary General of VIPS-MUN 
Mr. Ashwin Rakesh addressed the 
crowd and invited Prof. I.M Pandey,  
the Director General of VIPS to 
deliver his opening remarks after 
which Mr. Anurag Tandon, the Deputy 
Secretary General of VIPS-MUN 
invited the Guests of Honour to say a 

few words. Dr. Kayla Lasersons has 
been with  CDC for 11 years and is 
currently the director of KEMRI/CDC 
field research station where she 
oversees a staff of over 950 individuals 
and comprehensive research program 
in HIV, Malaria, T.B etc. Her 
welcoming note emphasised how the 
tobacco companies were targeting the 
youth and which in turn is having an 
adverse impact on the youth. 

Mr. David Mees is the Cultural Attaché 
of American centre in the US embassy. 
his speech emphasised  on the changes 
we can believe in and encouraged the 
students to participate more in such 
events as we are the pillars of a great 
society. Later,  the Principle Advisor of 
VIPS, Dr. V.B. Coutinho was invited 
on the stage to address the students 
and participants.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

VIPS-MUN 2014- Drawing a bead on a better world 
by Sheeba Khan 

Lastly, Mr. Ashwin Rakesh, Secretary 
General of VIPS-MUN  marked the 
formal culmination of the event and 
declared VIPS-MUN 2014 Open.  
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Where the world is fast rushing 
towards the internet than the 
development of adequate 
internet security, what stance 
will the countries hold  in a 
series of unexpected cyber 
war and cyber terror? Where 
the first session went smooth, 
it was the second session that 
furnished a rather eloquent 
and exemplary model. 
The discussion over the agenda was 
preceded by the explanation of rules by 
the chairperson. The delegate of Oman 
addressed about the cyber terrorism 
and the security following it. 

 The delegate of U.S.A stated about the 
domestic laws of different countries 
which have provisions for cyber crimes 
whereby,citizens could be detained 

under the same , in response to this 
statement, the delegate of Oman  
raised a question whether U.S.A would 
consider a person criminal if he 
violated the law under the Oman 
Criminal Code. Delegate of U.S.A 
stated that the law of cyber space has 
been published by the UN, if the said 

person acts in violation of this law and 
the law of the U.S.A then U.S.A will 
punish the person for the same. 

Delegate of Oman further argued and 
asked U.S.A why do they always get to 
see such a hypocrite stand of U.S.A. 
On one hand they talked about cyber 
security on the other hand they indulge 
in acts like “STUXNET” which 
destroyed as much as one fifth of the  
nuclear centrifuges of Iran. 

 Delegate of U.S.A acting under the 
right of self defense( article 2(4))replied 
that Oman could not call the delegate 
of U.S.A a hypocrite. Iran at that time 
was harboring nuclear missions against 
U.S.A. Therefore U.S.A had the right 
to respond to such hostile acts. 

A heated debate arose between the 
delegates of U.S.A and Oman 
regarding STUXNET. U.S.A admitted 
the fact that they had designed 
STUXNET and supported this act by 
stating that U.S.A had a threat from 
Oman since they had received and 
information that Iran was 
manufacturing nuclear weapons to 
attack U.S.A. The Executive board 
asked U.S.A about the negotiations 
that they conducted with Iran. The 

delegate of U.S.A refused to comment 
on the same. 

  

VERBAL WAR OVER 
CYBER WARFARE 
by Meetali Kumar and Namita Sengar 
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Combating discrimination 
based on sexual orientation 
and gender equality 
by Norma Rimsu and Shruti Vats  

Deeply embedded homophobic and transphobic attitudes, often 
combined with lack of adequate legal protection against 
discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity 
,expose LGBT communities of all ages in all regions of the world to 
egregious violations of their human rights. 

The first session began with the motion of delegate of the Islamic 
republic of Pakistan being passed – “Legitimacy of LGBT with 
specific reference to Islamic States” . He further threw light on the 
current Islamabad notion on why the LGBTs were still illegal. He 
further acquainted the whole gathering with the fact that though a 
considerable number of LGBTs inhabitated the state, even then 
lesbians,gay ,bisexuals and transgenders were considered a taboo in 
those parts of Pakistan. Pakistan law as advocated by him stands as a 
combination of the colonial and Islamic view, in which the traditional 
school of Islamic law, which is  established on Quranic verses and 
hadith, considers homosexual acts as punishable crimes, thus 
following the present unrecognised status of LGBTs in Islamic states. 
For him, it was redundant and time consuming to argue upon it’s 
legitimacy for the simple and cogent reasons mentioned by him 
before. 

Dissenting from his view, the delegate of Japan  purported a review 
of the Islamic laws. Seconding the view of the delegate of Japan, the 
delegate of United Kingdom of Great Britain and  Northern Ireland 
brought to light the fact that a long time had already elapsed since the 
protest for upliftment of rights of LGBT has been operational. 

The session then entered into an unmoderated caucus of 15 minutes. 
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CODE WAR CYBER WAR       
by Shruti Vats and Namita Sengar 

Where the world is fast rushing 
towards the internet than the 
development of adequate 
internet security, what stance 
will the countries hold  in a 
series of unexpected cyber war 
and cyber terror? Where the 
first session went smooth, it 
was the second session that 
furnished a rather eloquent 
and exemplary model. 

While the second session was in progress, 
the delegates of the General Assembly 
were apprised of a crisis that had arisen 
,which involved the Defence Support 
Program( DSP)  of the USA air force 
which operates certain network 
reconnaissance satellites. The principal 
components of the satellites detect missile 
or spacecraft launches and nuclear 
explosions using sensors by infrared 
emissions of these occurrences.  

 

Further, it was reported that the 
Permissive Action Links (PAL) that are 
required to access the satellites have been 
hacked by an anonymous group. The 
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation) accused Sultanate of Oman, 
Russian Federation, People’s Republic of 
China and Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
for the same. 

Russian federation in retaliation activated the Dead Hand system which was 
formulated to automatically trigger nuclear launch on detection of any nuclear 
reaction via light or radiations. While on the other hand, Islamic republic of 
Pakistan and People’s republic of  China issued statements that if they 
sustained any damage, they would be forced to take necessary massive steps. 
Sultanate of Oman took no stand in this regard. 

When the session resumed, the delegate of Russian federation blamed USA for 
misleading the other countries against Russian federation and People’s republic 
of China, thus camouflaging its own master plan. 

 

In response to this accusation, the delegate of USA stated that they had no 
intentions to bring on a war rather it purported to protect the interest of their 
people and to defend their allies. 

After a 10 minutes session of unmoderated caucus, two joint statements were 
made. The first joint statement which was made by the delegates of Sultanate 
of Oman and Russian federation constituted a promise of lending a helping 
hand for finding the hackers only if the USA restrained from attacking the 
alleged 4 countries. While in the joint statement of delegates of  USA and 
federal republic of Germany, the delegate of USA clarified that they would not 
withdraw their forces until the hacker’s identity was known, as the peace and 
security of their nation assumed premier importance to them. 

The moderated caucus followed by the joint statement was then intercepted by 
a representative of Islamic state who was sent to communicate to the 
diplomats that they had successfully hacked 13 satellites, out of which one was 
destroyed which when reached the Russian lands, triggered the automatic 
launch of nuclear warhead (DEAD HAND) on USA’s Pearl Harbor. The 
representative then intimidated the delegates that if they wished of precluding 
the potential damages from the other satellites held as hostages, then they 
would have to yield to their three demands which included recognising the 
Bashar al Assad Government in Syrian Arab republic, releasing their brothers 
held as prisoners in Sulatanate of Oman, Russian Federation and other places 
and finally, withdrawing the forces from Republic of Iraq. 

The motion for 15 minutes unmoderated caucus was then voted upon and 
passed. 
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The second session started with a 
moderated caucus initiated by the 
delegate of Switzerland. The motion 
raised the following points , right to 
equality ignores sexual orientation 
,denial of employment of LGBT 
community , suicide among the 
teenage group of LGBT community. 
and constant abuse of human rights of 
LGBTS. 

The floor was set open for delegate of 
Iran. The delegate argued that though 
they had not legalized the rights for 
LGBT community but they showed no 
discrimination in employment 
opportunities. Neither had they 
discriminated LGBT community in any 
other possible way. Delegate of Ireland 
said that their government had 
expanded the laws for LGBT 
community and discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation had been 
declared illegal. 73% of Ireland’s 
population agreed for same sex 
marriages to be introduced in the 
Constitution of Ireland. They strongly 
believe that there should be 
recognition of same sex couples. 

Delegate of Qatar said that 
discrimination was there in the society 
and was yet to be legalized in Qatar. 
Delegate of UAE argued that it had 
not legalized the rights of LGBT 
community because as per Islam it was 
immoral . 

Delegate of Japan argued that LGBT 
community were bullied and subjected 
to violence on a global level. They 
were victims of constant assault and 
mental torture. Delegate of Federative 
Republic of  Brazil said that LGBT’s 
were victims of brutal forms of death 
and were denied of basic medical 
services. LGBT suffer the most  due to 
conservative people. According to 
them , this form of love was against 

the natural laws and should not be 
promoted. 

Delegate of Pakistan said that every 
country in a way showed 
discrimination towards LGBT 
community for instance ex-army 
official of US said that they were not to 
talk about LGBT community. Delegate 
of Netherlands argued that all humans 
were born free and human rights were 
universal. Delegate of Germany said 
that they have always supported the 
HRC and homosexual beings. The 
delegate of Germany said “The right to 
change one's life partner and the right 
to change the natural gender also exist 
in Germany.” Delegate Federative 
Republic of Brazil requested the 
suspension of ongoing debate and 
requested to initiate a new motion on 
the agenda “criminalization vs. 
decriminalization of homosexuality” 
and the motion was passed. 

Delegate of Pakistan stated that the  
UN could not force a country to 
decriminalize a law in which a country 
believes in, he also stated that 
transgender were considered holy in 
the South-East Asian countries. 
Delegate of Federative Republic of 
Brazil said that it was ironic for a  
country like Pakistan to talk about 
treating the transgenders holy, whereas 
in South-East Asian countries the 
plight of transgenders was ridiculous. 
On this delegate of Pakistan sought an  
apology from the delegate of Brazil via 
Executive Board. 

Brazil was the last speaker on this topic 
in the moderated caucus and the 
session was called off. 

 

 

FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

God said ‘Adam and Eve’ not ‘Adam OR Eve’ . 
by Sheeba Khan and Norma Rimsu 
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There was a situation of crisis where 
U.S.A had lost the control of their 
satellites and their control was taken 
over by the Islamic states. They were 
willing to give back the control only on 
the fulfilment of the three demands 
made by them. The session began with 
the press release. Delegate of Oman 
started with the session wherein they 
gave the following suggestions to 
U.S.A. 

 The delegate of Oman suggested 
U.S.A to seek help from the `inter 
seismic safety centre` to implement 
safety standards, he also suggested to 
the delegate of  U.S.A the installation 
of ionisation chamber which is, 
simplest of all gas filled radiation 
detectors used for detection for 
measurement of ionising radiation. 

He further  suggested the delegate of  
U.S.A  should consider the option of 
distribution of potassium iodine tablets 
which  prevents against radiation 
poisoning. 

Next was the delegate of Russia who 
said that Russia and all the other states 
suggested that they  were not ready to 
give in to all the demands made  by the 
representative of the Islamic state but 
would try to negotiate on certain 
points. 

Russia and other countries were willing 
to restore Bashar-Al-Assad’s Regime. 
All countries suggested that 
investigation  should be carried out 
and the innocent people who had been 
wrongly convicted as terrorists should 
be released. All the countries also 
suggested that U.S.A should stop 
bombing the region for the time being. 

Meanwhile the negotiations continued 
the countries attempted to re-hack and 
take back the control over the DSP. In 
case the attempts failed, Russia and 
other countries suggested that certain 
armed measures should be taken. 

Russia was willing to deactivate the 
dead hand system as U.S.A accepted 

first use policy . Russia was not willing 
to remove DEFCON III and sought 
an apology. Countries felt that NATO 
was responsible for the collateral 
damage caused. 

Learning from this experience Russia 
and all other countries suggested that 
they were determined to take stringent 
measures towards improving cyber 
security at an international level to 
avoid any such situation in future. 

This was the final press release by the 
General Assembly .The Session was 
called off. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Crisis ? Meh. 
by- Sheeba Khan and Shruti Vats 
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The chairperson addressed the delegates about the Draft 
Resolution and procedure to draft it. The chairperson also 
addressed the delegates about the difference between Present and 
Present and Voting. The format for amendment was also given by 
the chairperson to the Delegates. 

The draft resolution 1.0 was raised by the delegate of Republic of 
India, the delegate of Canada and delegate of Syria. 

The Point of Information was raised with the Draft Resolution 2.2 
and it was passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The delegates asked for moderated caucus which was supported by 
the delegate of Syria and delegate of Iran. 

The Executive Board passed the moderated Caucus and it started 
with each delegate getting 60 seconds and the total time was 20 
minutes . 

The delegate of Venezuela asked the delegate of Canada about the 
chances  of the statistics for tobacco production on paper being 
vastly different from those statistics which suggested something 
else entirely . 

The unmoderated Caucus was declared by the Executive Board for  
a time period of 20 minutes. 

During the unmoderated Caucus the delegates were discussing 
about the resolution of the agenda or what was to be discussed and 
what topics should  be raised during the moderated Caucus. 

The topics such as the Regulation of Illicit Trade, Youth Axis for 
Tobacco, Taxation on Tobacco, Millennium Developmental Goals 
were  raised by the Delegate of India during the moderated Caucus 
which was overruled by the Executive Board. 

 

Tobacco Company kill their 
BEST Customers ? 

by Meetali Kumar and Norma Rimsu 

The Executive Board through voting declared that the 
topic “Illicit Trade in Tobacco”  was to be discussed in 
the  moderated Caucus. The delegate of Pakistan during 
the moderated Caucus addressed about the Pakistan’s 
measures for stopping  the  Illicit Trade of Tobacco and 
the guidelines for its prevention as well. 

The delegate of Iran also addressed about the digital 
policy of Iran for the Tobacco prevention. 

Two Resolutions were proposed and they were amended 
as well. 
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“GAY? There is nothing 
queer about it.  
by Sheeba Khan and Norma Rimsu 

The chairperson addressed the delegates and the session 
started with the motion moved by delegate of Japan to 
discuss draft resolution 1.0 via clause by clause method. 
The motion was passed by the chair as the majority voted 
in the favour of it. Delegate of Iran raised a question “in 
the delegate of Japan's speech, she talked about 
transgender people. Whether  cross-dressing was  legal in 
Japan or not? If yes, what  the legal protections were 
given to those people?” 

Delegate of Japan answered “In Japan, a law was passed 
in 2008 which allows change in gender legally after sex-
reassignment surgery, thus giving them a fair and just 
legal identity. Cross-dressers come under transgender and 
are called transvestites." 

 

Cold War to Code War 
by - Meetali Kumar and Namita Sengar  
 
The session started with an unmoderated caucus for a 
period of 10 minutes .The said session saw delegates shift 
sides very covertly, after the session was over the it was 
suggested by the delegates that the control of the 
satellites must be regained and the hacking activities 
should be traced back to its very inception, it was further 
suggested that countries should increase their cyber 
security in regard to the other active satellites . 

They also recommended the delegate of U.S.A and the 
delegate of the other states of Europe , to pay immediate 
medical attention to the affected citizens and also 
distribute necessary aid to prevent further damages . The 
delegate of the Russian Federation , the delegate of 
Venezuela  and the delegate of Bangladesh were in of 
support Bashar-Al-Assad's regime in Syria.  

But the countries refused to release the prisoners as 
demanded by the representative of the Islamic State . The 
delegate of the Russian Federation suggested the delegate 
of U.S.A to deactivate DEFCON III. In retaliation the 
delegate of U.S.A threatened the delegate of Russian 
Federation that if the Dead Hand System wasn't removed 
within the next 24 hours , U.S.A would be forced to 
invade the Russian Federation . It was further stated that 
hackers would be employed to hack their systems as well. 

 

Before zeroing in on a resolution , the motion of an unmoderated 
caucus for a time period of 15 minutes was passed. When the 
session came to an end , two draft resolutions were submitted out 
of which one of them failed in its initial stage by one vote . 

 

The member nations were asked to give in writing if they wished the deletion of any clause of draft resolution 1.0 to the 
Executive Board. Delegate of Pakistan demanded to delete most of the clauses. However, no clause of the draft resolution 1.0 
was deleted as the majority nation voted against deleting them. 

Delegate of Iran requested the suspension of Council. Motion was passed as the majority voted in favour of it. The formal 
debate ended and the council was suspended. 
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"for" the smokers 
by - Shruti Vats and Mohini Lochab  
 

Always a subject of great controversy , 
tobacco consumption is that complex 
problem which is better known not only 
as an addiction and pleasure but also a 
marker of social status . With the agenda 
of facilitating international co-operation 
on improving the standards of living , the 
council diverted all of its attention on the 
pressing need of curbing the consumption 
of tobacco all over the world . 

The fourth and the final session of the council 
commenced with the position paper presented by 
the delegates of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
and delegate of Kingdom of Spain. Being well 
versed with the ground reality and with a pragmatic 
view , the delegates drafted a resolution suggesting 
various measures which could be taken to make  
the situation not rosy, atleast better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the resolution for question answer session 
being passed , the Executive Board concurred on 
taking questions and follow ups clause by clause. 

The first clause comprised of bringing about 
special measures to improve the quality of tobacco 
in order to trim down the lamentable effects of 
tobacco consumption . In response to the  
question , raised by the delegate of Canada , 
whether what actually formed the part of special 
measures mentioned in clause one , the delegate 
Federative Republic of Brazil adhered with the 
brevity of the said clause and considered that 
"special measures"  must necessarily  be in  
consonance with the domestic legislations and 
policies of the countries and therefore attaching an 
exhaustive list to the flaws would only be 

inconsequential. 

Clause 2 which provided for more robust steps to curb 
the consumption was questioned for the want of 
sources to which the delegate of Federative Republic of 
Brazil answered by citing various international 
institutions providing funds such as IMF. 

The  fourth clause which purported slow and gradual 
reduction of production of tobacco, was the most 
debated of all. Where on one hand the delegate of 
Republic of Ghana considered this clause utterly 
important as sudden prohibition would render below 
poverty line population devoid of income source and 
where a substantive percentage of population in a 
nation depended on it , this step would lead to dire 
consequences with the ripple effects on the nation's 
economy . While many nations adopting hard and fast 
disciplinary approach favored the amendment 
containing deletion of this clause . 

It is an undeniable fact that tobacco is accessible to 
most of the population , thus there is an imperative 
need to introduce financial disincentives to bridle the 
tobacco consumption. 
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  VIPS-MUN 2014 CLOSING  
CEREMONY 
by - Namita Sengar  
 

The Secretary General of VIPS-MUN’2014, Ashwin Rakesh welcomed 
everyone to the closing ceremony and praised all the delegates for their hard 
work and thanked everyone for making this year's MUN conference 
successful. After that, the audience heard the committee chairs' reports and 
their experiences. They all congratulated the delegates and rewarded the best 
participants, whose outstanding negotiating abilities were recognized.  

The chair of the General Assembly Mr. Himanil Raina; Vice Chair Ms. 
Aiman Hashmi and the 14-year-old maestro Rapporteur Mr. Alan J. Antony 
were felicitated  on stage by Prof. V.B. Coutinho. The chair gave a brief 
summary of the council before announcing the High Commendation award 
to delegate of Oman and Special Mentions to the delegate of the Russian 
Federation  and Germany.  

Mr. Angad Singh Madan who mentioned that the certificates will add up to 
the piles of existing certificates but what shall remain with them  forever is 
the experience of this MUN.  He along with his Vice Chair Samridhi Arora 
and Rapporteur Pranay Malhotra, announced the best delegate award to the 
delegate of Japan. 

The chair of the Economic and Social Council Mr. Abinaswar Das 
congratulated the institution on a successful MUN and praised the delegates 
of council. He further introduced his Vice Chair: Manik Ahluwalia and 
Rapporteur: Apoorva Kumar who declared the Best delegate award to the 
delegate of Brazil, and Special Mentions to the delegate of  Spain and 
Switzerland. 

The Secretariat then was felicitated by Dr. Shilpa Khatri Babbar , who has 
been the back bone of the event and has guided the secretariat to make this  
event a successful one. Mr. Anurag Tandon, the Deputy Secretary General 
thanked Dr. Shilpa Khatri Babbar  on the behalf of the whole secretariat for 
her support and guidance.    

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. V.B. Coutinho, the Principal Advisor stepped up to the podium to 
congratulate everyone and gave a motivating speech. The video that had 
been created by Mr. Dhruv Pande , director of Media and PR followed by 
the National Anthem concluded the ceremony. The conference was a major 
success and well received among all the delegates in attendance 



ODYSSEY       | Issue 1  11 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Secretariat  
 

           Ashwin Rakesh                          Anurag Tandon              Aneesh Renganathan 

       Secretary General                       Deputy Secretary General           Under Secretary General 

           Dhruv Pande                                Kshitij Kumar                           Ambar Tewari 

       Director- Media and PR             Director- Delegate Affairs                       Editor-in-Chief  

                      Praful Jindal                                                                     Yogesh Kumar 

            Director- Logistics and Hospitality        Director -Logistics and Hospitality  
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