
Letter from the Executive Board 

Dear Delegates, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I present the study 
guide for the simulation of the United Nations 
General Assembly. The study guide should be a great 
starting point for research. It will help to become 
familiar with the topics and attain a better 
understanding of the problems that will be 
discussed throughout the conference. 
Furthermore we encourage all delegates to develop 
a general understanding for the assigned country, 
for its foreign policy and its standpoint with regard 
to the agenda topic. In some cases exact and topic 
related statement may not be found which apply 
exactly to the committee topics, wherefore a general 
understanding of the county's culture and politics 
provides a framework for specific country position. 
With this, I wish you all the very best for the 
upcoming conference, with a hope to have a 
collectively enriching experience and debate. 
 

 

 

Mohd. Shahrukh Ali 

Chairperson  
 

 

 



 

Suggested Pattern for Researching 

Researching and understanding the United Nations and the 
Committee/Council being simulated – Its Mandate, including 
understanding historical work done on the agenda. 
research on the allotted country. Understanding its polity, 
economy, military, culture, history, bilateral relations with 
other countries, ideological position on various other relevant 
issues related to the agenda etc. 

Comprehending the Foreign Policy of the allotted country. It 
includes understanding the ideology and principles adopted by 
the country on the agenda. It further includes studying past 
actions taken by the country on the agenda and other related 
issues –specifically analyzing their causes and consequences. 
Reading the background guide thoroughly. 

Researching further upon the agenda using the footnotes and 
links given in the guide and from other sources such as 
academic papers, institutional reports, national reports, news 
articles, blogs etc. 
Understanding policies adopted by different blocs of countries 
(example: NATO, EU etc.) and major countries involved in the 
agenda. Including their position, ideology and adopted past 
actions. 

Characterizing the agenda into sub-topics and preparing 
speeches and statements on them. It is the same as preparing 
topics for the moderated caucuses and their content. 
 

Assemble proof/evidence for any important piece of 
information/allegation you are going to use in committee and 
keeping your research updated using various news sources. 

Lastly, we would expect all the delegates to put in serious 
efforts in research and preparation for the simulation and 
work hard to make it a fruitful learning experience for all. Feel 
free to contact if you have any queries or doubts. 



 

PROOF/EVIDENCE IN COUNCIL 

Evidence or proof is from the following sources will be 
accepted as credible in the committee: 

1. News Sources 

a. REUTERS – Any Reuters’ article which clearly makes 
mention of the fact stated or is in contradiction of the fact being 
stated by another delegate in council can be used to 
substantiate arguments in the committee. 
(http://www.reuters.com/ ) 

b. State operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in 
the support of or against the State that owns the News Agency. 
These reports, if credible or substantial enough, can be used in 
support of or against any country as such but in that situation, 
they can be denied by any other country in the council. Some 
examples are, 

 i. RIA Novosti (Russia) http://en.rian.ru/  

 ii. IRNA (Iran) http://www.irna.ir/ENIndex.htm  

 iii. Xinhua News Agency and CCTV (P.R. China)  
http://cctvnews.cntv.cn/  

2. Government Reports: These reports can be used in a similar 
way as the State Operated News Agencies reports and can, in 
all circumstances, be denied by another country. However, a 
nuance is that a report that is being denied by a certain country 
can still be accepted by the Executive Board as credible 

information. Some examples are, 

i. Government Websites like the State Department of the United 
States of America http://www.state.gov/index.htm or the 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation 
http://www.eng.mil.ru/en/index.htm 



 ii. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of various nations like India 
(http://www.mea.gov.in/) or People’s Republic of China 
(http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/).  

 iii. Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Reports 
http://www.un.org/en/members/ 
(Click on any country to get the website of the Office of its 
Permanent Representative.)  

 iv. Multilateral Organizations like the NATO 
(http://www.nato.in t/cps/en/natolive/index.htm), 
ASEAN (http://www.aseansec.org/ ), OPEC 
(http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/ ), etc.  

 

3. UN Reports: All UN Reports are considered are credible 
information or evidence for the Executive Board of the UNSC. 

 i. UN Bodies like the UNSC (http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/) 
or UNGA (http://www.un.org/en/ga/). 

 ii. UN Affiliated bodies like the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (http://www.iaea.org/ ), World Bank 
(http://www.worldbank.org/ ), International Monetary 
Fund (http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm ), 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(http://www.icrc.org/eng/index.jsp ), etc.  

 iii. Treaty Based Bodies like the Antarctic Treaty System 
(http://www.ats.aq/e/ats.htm ), the International 
Criminal Court (http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ICC )  

 

 

Introduction  

 

Terrorism and asymmetric warfare are scarcely new features of the Middle 

Eastern military balance, and Islamic extremism is scarcely the only source of 

extremist violence. There are many serious ethnic and sectarian differences in the 

Middle East, and these have long led to sporadic violence within given states, and 



sometimes to major civil conflicts. The civil wars in Yemen and the Dhofar 

Rebellion in Oman are examples, as are the long history of civil war in Lebanon 

and Syria’s violent suppression of Islamic political groups that opposed the 

regime of Hafez alAsad. The rising power of the Palestinian Liberation 

Organization (PLO) led to a civil war in Jordan in September 1970. The Iranian 

revolution in 1979 was followed by serious political fighting, and an effort to 

export a theocratic revolution that helped trigger the Iran-Iraq War. Bahrain and 

Saudi Arabia have both had civil clashes between their Sunni ruling elites and 

hostile Shi’ites and these clashes led to significant violence in the case of Saudi 

Arabia. There also, however, has been a long history of violent Islamic 

extremism in the region, sometimes encouraged by regimes that later became the 

target of the very Islamists they initially supported. Sadat attempted to use 

Islamic movements as a counter to his secular opposition in Egypt only to be 

assassinated by one such movement after his peace agreement with Israel. Israel 

thought it safe to sponsor Islamic movements after 1967 as a counter to the PLO, 

only to see the rapid emergence of violently anti-Israeli groups. North and South 

Yemen were the scene of coups and civil wars since the early 1960s, and it was a 

civil war in South Yemen that ultimately led to the collapse of its regime and its 

merger with North Yemen in 1990. The fall of the shah led to an Islamist 

takeover in Iran, and resistance to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan triggered an 

Islamist reaction that still influences the Middle East and the entire Islamic 

world. Saudi Arabia had to deal with an uprising at the Grand Mosque in Mecca 

in 1979. The religious character of this uprising shared many elements of the 

movements that arose after the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan and the Gulf 

War in 1991. Algerian efforts to suppress the victory of Islamic political parties 

in a democratic election in 1992 were followed by a civil war that has lasted ever 

since. Egypt fought a long and largely successful battle with its own Islamic 

extremists in the 1990s, but Egypt has only managed to have suppressed such 

movements rather than eradicated them. In the rest of the Arab World, the civil 

wars in Kosovo and Bosnia helped create new Islamic extremist cadres. Saudi 

Arabia suffered from two major terrorist attacks before 2001. These attacks 

struck at a National Guard Training center and USAF barracks at Al Khobar, and 

at least one seems to have been the result of Islamic extremists. Morocco, Libya, 

Tunisia, Jordan, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and Yemen have all seen hard-line 

Islamist movements become a serious national threat. While not directly part of 

the region, the Sudan has fought a 15-year long civil war that has probably cost 

over two million lives, and this war had been supported by hard-line Islamist 

elements in the Arab north. Somalia has also been the scene of a civil war since 

1991 that has allowed Islamist cells to operate in that country. 

 

List of Extremist Organisations 
 



 

Jabhat al-Nusra (Victory Front) 

 

Also known as al-Nusra Front was formed in late 2011 when Iraq and more 

specifically emir Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi (today’s head of Islamic State) sent 

operative to Syria in order to establish jihadist’s cells in the region and fight 

against the alAssad regime. He aimed at the creation of a salafist-oriented Sunni 

Islamist state in Syria, once the al-Assad regime would fall. Jabhat al-Nusra is 

regarded as one of Syria's main rebel groups which intends to establish an 

Islamist caliphate across the Levant and it is considered as one of the best-

equipped rebel groups in Syria. It also believes that the fight against the Syrian 

regime is supported by religious texts and its fighters hope to fulfill 'God's wish' 

for an 'Islamic caliphate'.In 2013, tensions rose between al-Nusra and its parent 

organization AQI (Al Qaeda in Iraq) when Baghdadi unilaterally proclaimed that 

the two organizations had been merged to create the Islamic State in Iraq and al 

Sham, but al-Nusra’s leader Julani, rejected the merge and a number of al-Nusra 

fighters defected to ISIS, furthering tension between the groups. By March 2014, 

over 3,000 fighters had been killed in battles between ISIS and al-Nusra. In the 

summer of 2014, ISIS drove al-Nusra and a number of its allies out of one of its 

key strongholds in Deir al-Zor, which included oil fields that were an important 

source of al-Nusra's income. Regardless of the documented confrontations, there 

is evidence of cooperation between ISIS and alNusra on the battlefield in some 

areas. There have been several attacks from alNusra ,the latest on 3 November 

2014 when al-Nusra attacked and defeated the Syrian Revolutionary Front (SRF) 

and Harakat Hazm in the Jabal al-Zawiya region in Idlib. The two groups, 

moderate rebels linked to the FSA, surrendered local towns to al-Nusra. Some 

members of the FSA-linked groups were arrested, and others 

defected to al-Nusra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ansar Al-Shari’a (Supporters of Islamic Law) 

The naming trend actually started in Yemen, when al Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula (AQAP), the powerful and ambitious local al Qaeda branch, 

established the front group Ansar al-Sharia in Yemen in April 2011. It is possible 

this was born out of Osama bin Laden's musings over whether to rebrand al 

Qaeda. However none of the names in the documents captured from the late al 

Qaeda leader's compound, mentioned Ansar al-Sharia as a potential example. 

More recently, one of the preeminent global jihadi ideologues, Shaykh Abu al-



Mundhir al-Shinqiti, put his stamp of approval on the new wave of Ansar al-

Sharia groups. They are fighting in different lands using different means, but all 

for the same end, an approach better suited for the vagaries born of the Arab 

uprisings. In March 2011 Ansar al-Sharia was established in Tunisia and declared 

itself responsible for the attack on September 14, 2012 against the U.S. Embassy 

and the American school in Tunis, which put the lives of over one hundred 

United States employees in the Embassy at risk. Members of both organizations 

continue to pose a threat to U.S. interests in Libya. In Morocco and Egypt, Ansar 

al-Sharia has not publicly announced itself as an organized group on the ground, 

while the Moroccan organization was only created few months ago. Ansar al-

Sharia is said to have links to Al-Qaeda, but the group denies these allegations. 

ASM's raison d'etre is to spread the word of God and his law, provide social and 

economic services to the downtrodden, and expose the West's decadence and to 

free society from its grip. 

 

 

 

Hezbollah (Party of God)  

 

 Hezbollah is an extremist’s Shiite group founded in 1982 after the Iranian 

revolution of 1979 and active especially in Lebanon. This group receives 

support from Syria and Iran and its units are fighting in Syria on the side of 

President Bashar al-Assad's forces.Hezbollah had two goals when it was 

founded: removing the Israeli presence in South Lebanon that remained 

following the 1982 invasion, and establishing a Shi’a Islamic state in the 

image of the post-revolution Islamic state of Iran.Hezbollah later abandoned 

its goal of an Iranian-style Islamic state, and is now nationalist and Islamic in 

its political orientation.Hezbollah's raison d'etre, resistance to Israel and 

Western involvement in the Middle East, has made it an effective proxy for 

Iranian foreign policy while earning the group some support from beyond its 

Shiite base.In 1985 in their manifest they stated: "Our primary assumption in 

our fight against Israel states that the Zionist entity is aggressive from its 

inception, and built on lands wrested from their owners, at the expense of the 

rights of the Muslim people. Therefore our struggle will end only when this 

entity is obliterated. We recognize no treaty with it, no ceasefire, and no 

peace agreements, whether separate or consolidated."Also in October 1983 

suicide attacks on the U.S. embassy and Marine Corps barracks in Beirut 

(258 Americans killed) furthered the group's image as leaders of the Shiite 

resistance.Hezbollah's military arm is listed as a terrorist organization in the 

US and the EU. Hezbollah is a clear example of State- sponsored religious 

terrorist group which as already mentioned, operates under the names of 

Islamic Jihad, Revolutionary Justice Organization. 

 



 

Al – Qaeda (The base) 

 

 Al-Qaeda is the strongest and most dangerous terrorist group around the 

world and responsible for severe terrorist attacks such as 9/11. It is 

considered as the mother of all the other terrorist groups and was founded in 

1988 by Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan after which it soon spread to other 

countries. Al-Qaeda consisted of Mujahedeen, Muslim fighters who fought 

the Soviets following their 1979 invasion of Afghanistan. In early 1990’s 

Osama relocated to Sudan, where he started searching for nuclear materials, 

weapons and started forming links with other Islamic groups including the 

Islamic Jihad Movement of Eritrea and al-Itihaad al-Islamiya, a Somali 

group. In 1996 Bin Laden is asked to leave Sudan and returns to 

Afghanistan, where the Taliban militia is in the ascendancy. He calls for a 

jihad against the US to end the presence of "American crusader forces" in 

Saudi Arabia. On September 11, 2001 al-Qaeda, after a series of “smaller” 

acts of terrorism , attacks the World Trade Center in New York, Washington 

and Pennsylvania kill close to 3,000 people. After this tragedy, the United 

States launched heavy airstrikes followed by US-coordinated attacks on 

Taliban positions by Afghan opposition groups which destroyed the regime 

Al-Qaeda’s terrorist attacks continued in Europe, Russia and other countries 

by groups related to al-Qaeda where suicide bombers, beheadings of 

civilians, usually Americans took place during a war or terror. The US troops 

invaded Iraq in March 2003 and in 2006 the leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq is 

killed during a targeted air strike conducted by U.S. forces.. In the past three 

years alone, the United States has killed four of the top five leaders of the 

organization, and eventhough Osama Bin Laden is dead, al-Qaeda still exists 

and grows stronger under its new leader Ayman al-Zawahri. Groups related 

to alQaeda are active not only in Middle East but also in African countries 

and there are trying to strengthen Islam by using attacking civilians. These 

groups share al-Qaeda's Sunni Muslim fundamentalist views. Some terror 

experts theorize that Al-Qaeda, after the loss of its Afghanistan base, may be 

increasingly reliant on sympathetic affiliates to carry out its agenda. 

Intelligence officials and terrorism experts also say that al-Qaeda has stepped 

up its cooperation on logistics and training with Hezbollah, a radical, Iran-

backed Lebanese militia drawn from the minority Shiite strain of Islam. The 

group ISIS in Iraq split off from Al-Qaeda.There is a new threat rising in the 

Middle East which compared to the most dangerous and alarming group in 

the world, namely Al-Qaeda, seems very strong and capable of causing 

severe damage not only to the Arab states, but also to international security. 

ISIS is a salafist group which abandoned the Saudi Arabian model and is 

based on how Mohammed organized his dominion in Medina. ISIS is a great 

threat given the fact that they are wealthy and they have access to and control 



of the media. Contrary to Al-Qaeda, ISIS occupies territories including 

oilfields and it also obtains Iraq’s and Syria’s weaponry. Their leadership is 

charismatic, based on western education and is more than familiar with war 

tactics, by organizing their “state” in a centralized administration with 

expansionism in the region. 

 

 

 

ISIS: The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (some call it ISIL: Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant or IS: Islamic State) 

 

 

ISIS is a Jihadist group known for carrying out public executions, 

beheadings, crucifixions and other brutal actions.It all started in 2004 when 

the late Abu Musab al-Zarqawi formed an al Qaeda splinter group in Iraq. 

Within two years, al-Zarqawi's al Qaeda in Iraq was trying to fuel a sectarian 

war against the majority Shiite community.In April 2013, Islamic State in 

Iraq absorbed the al Qaeda-backed militant group in Syria, Jabhat al-

Nusra.Its leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi said his group will now be 

known as Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. Since then, the English 

speaking world seems to have had a hard time settling on a name for them. In 

February 2014 Al Qaeda renounces ties to ISIS after months of infighting 

between al-Nusra Front and ISIS due to Al-Nusra’s Front leader Abu 

Mohammed al-Jawlani rejection attempt to merge with the ISIS.ISIS 

regularly employs the vicious hudud punishments to enforce sharia law in 

the areas it controls in Syria and Iraq. In June 29, 2014 ISIS announces the 

creation of a caliphate (Islamic state) that erases all state borders, making al-

Baghdadi the selfdeclared authority over the world's estimated 1.5 billion 

Muslims. The group also announces a name change to the Islamic State (IS). 

During July 2014 in Syria, all the cities between Deir Ezzor city and the Iraq 

border have fallen to ISIS, says Omar Abu  Leila, a spokesman for the rebel 

Free Syrian Army and few days later, ISIS takes control of a major Syrian oil 

field, al-Omar. It is the country's largest oil field and can produce 75,000 

barrels of oil daily. In Syria's Homs province, ISIS claims to have killed 

270 people after storming and seizing the Shaer gas field and ISIS militants 

blow up Jonah's tomb, a holy site in Mosul. During August and September 

2014, ISIS has relieved videos where British and American journalists were 

beheaded by jihadists and also the CIA warns that ISIS fighter can muster 

between 20.000 and across Iraq and Syria. Their objective is to create a 

large-scale theocracy made up of Syria, parts of Iraq, Lebanon, and much of 

Palestine and Jordan. The militant group is considered more radical than Al-

Qaeda. More than 11,000 people have traveled from abroad to fight in Syria 



and Iraq, officials suggest, many Europeans and Americans have traveled to 

join ISIS including Chechen snipers, Saudi car bombers, and many Western 

subjects, although some have gone back home again.They align themselves 

with different factions, and sometimes change loyalties as groups merge, 

disband or change allegiances. 

The brutality of ISIS embraces such an extreme, violent ideology that it 

makes even al Qaeda squeamish, argue many Western experts. On this 

reading, al Qaeda leader Ayman al Zawahiri was forced to distance himself 

from ISIS’s bloody practices.ISIS has promised to govern as effectively as it 

intimidates, but its talent lies in extortion and ethnic cleansing, not in  

sanitation and job creation. 

 

 

The Regional and Global Impact of Islamic Extremist Terrorism  
 

Long before 9/11, the attacks on Al Khobar, the USS Cole, and the World 

Trade Center showed that terrorism posed a threat to the moderate regimes in 

the Middle East and a transnational threat to the West. There have been many 

serious terrorist attacks on Western targets in the Middle East in the past, such 

as the bombing of the Marine Corps Barracks in Beirut. The November 13, 

1995 truck bombing of the National Guard Headquarters in Riyadh killed five 

U.S. service men and two Iranians. The June 25, 1996 bombing of the Khobar 

Towers killed 19 U.S. servicemen. The attacks on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya 

and Tanzania involved large numbers of innocent casualties – 247 dead and 

over 5,000 wounded in the case of Kenya, and 10 dead and more than 75 

wounded in the case of Tanzania. These attacks involved truck bombs with 

600-800 pounds of explosives. Civil tension in the Middle East has made 

Western businesses and tourists a target as well as embassies and military 

facilities. For example, the worst terrorist attack in Egypt’s history occurred on 

November 17, 1997. Six gunmen belonging to the Egyptian terrorist group al-

Gama’at al-Islamiyya (Islamic Group or IG) entered the Hatsheput Temple in 

Luxor. For nearly half an hour, they methodically shot and knifed tourists 

trapped inside the Temple’s alcoves. Fifty-eight foreign tourists were 

murdered, along with three Egyptian police officers and one Egyptian tour 

guide. Although The gunmen then fled the scene, Egyptian security forces 

pursued them and all six were killed. Terrorists launched a grenade attack on a 

tour bus parked in front of the Egyptian National Antiquities Museum in Cairo 

on September 18, 1997, killing nine German tourists, an Egyptian bus driver, 

and wounding eight others. The West began to respond to these threats long 

before “9/11.” The U.S. cruise missile attacks on targets in Afghanistan and the 

Sudan on August 20, 1998 reflected the fact that U.S. intelligence had reliable 



information that Osama Bin Laden, a leading sponsor and financier of 

terrorism, was planning large-scale attacks on U.S. targets. The goal of the U.S. 

preemptive attack on the Shifa Pharmaceutical Plant in Khartoum was to 

prevent the production and use of VX nerve gas by Bin Laden’s organization. 

These attacks, however, show that the wrong use of military power can do 

more to provoke than deter. Nevertheless, the attack that truly revealed 

globalized Middle Eastern terrorism was the series of attack on the World 

Trade center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001. There have been many 

previous attempts at such attacks, and many smaller successful attacks on 

targets in Europe. It was “9/11,” however, that showed the US that its territory 

and civil population could be as vulnerable as the nations of the Middle East. 

While Al Qaeda has emerged as the most visible current threat, there are many 

causes of transnational terrorism in the Middle East, and many different 

targets: 

 • The U.S. is a major target because it projects the most power into the region, 

because of its close ties to Israel, because attacks on the U.S. produce the most 

world-wide publicity, and because the U.S. can often be used as a proxy for 

less popular attacks on Middle Eastern regimes. 

 • The breakdown in the Arab-Israeli peace process has triggered a wave of 

Palestinian “terrorism” in response to steadily escalating Israeli “excessive 

force.” It is a tragedy that could trigger a broader ArabIsraeli conflict and make 

Americans a target, both out of frustration and in an effort to break up the 

peace process.  

• The failures of Middle Eastern secular governments, state terrorism and 

authoritarianism, economic hardship, social dislocation, and the alienation of 

youth, combine to create extremist groups that not only attack their 

governments, but use Western targets as proxies. Motives can include 

attempting to drive out the Western military forces that provide Middle Eastern 

countries with security, cripple the economy to weaken governments, or win 

public recognition in the region. While some of these groups are secular, most 

are Islamic in character. Some totally reject both secularism and any ties to the 

West or what are perceived as Western values. 

 • The West can be attacked on the basis of its perceived values, and for 

corrupting Islamic countries and supporting secular regimes. Unlike more 

conventional forms of terrorism, such attacks deliberately seek to create a 

“clash of civilizations” and to build on other regional problems and tensions to 

divide the West and Arab worlds. European nations can become the 

battleground for opposition groups to attack the Embassies of Middle Eastern 

regimes, or by opposition groups attacking each other. Iran has sponsored state 

terrorist attacks on the People’s Mujahideen and Kurdish opposition groups in 

France, Germany, Switzerland and Turkey. Israel has killed Palestinians in 

nations like Norway. France has become the scene of fighting between 

Algerian factions. 



 • Western tourists and businessmen can become the focus of much more 

intense terrorist attacks, as such groups seek to put economic pressure on local 

regimes, or prove their status and power. For example, an Algerian terrorist 

group called the GIA (Armed Islamic Group) killed seven foreigners in Algeria 

in 1997, bringing the total number of foreigners the GIA has killed in Algeria 

to 133 (since 1992). Bombs have been used in civilian areas in Bahrain, 

although Westerners have not been major targets. Four U.S. Union Texas 

Petroleum employees and their Pakistani driver were shot and killed in Karachi 

on November 12, 1998, when the vehicle they were riding in was attacked by 

terrorists that seem to have been affiliated with Middle Eastern extremist 

groups. 

 

 

 

 

Why extremism thrives in the Middle East today 
 
 
 
 

Radical Islamist groups have flourished in the civil wars in Syria, Iraq, 

Afghanistan, Libya and Yemen and it’s not clear why. Al Nusra Front had no 

real presence in Syria until civil war broke out in 2011. The same could be 

said of the Islamic State, yet today it has won out over more moderate groups 

to become the dominant militant faction fighting in Syria and Iraq. This 

pattern is not unique to the Middle East. Since 2007, the number of violent 

Islamist groups in the Middle East and Africa has significantly increased and 

has spread to include most of North Africa, the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Tanzania, Kenya and South Sudan. 

On Feb. 18, the Obama administration will hold the “Summit on Countering 

Violent Extremism” to try to understand this trend and determine what the 

United States can do about it. This is a formidable challenge. According 

toMaj. Gen. Michael Nagata, commander of U.S. Special Operations forces 

in the Middle East: “We do not understand the movement [Islamic State], 

and until we do, we are not going to defeat it.” 

Political science and economics offers at least three insights into why rebel 

groups may have incentives to adopt an extreme ideology. 

First, an extreme ideology can give rebel organizations a recruiting 

advantage. The ideological extreme is where a group is more likely to find 

individuals willing to fight and die for a cause. The more polarized a society, 

the more likely this strategy is to work. 

Second, an extreme ideology can reassure a population that a particular rebel 

group will remain honest and not “sell out” once in power. This is especially 

http://www.acleddata.com/
http://www.acleddata.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/29/us/politics/in-battle-to-defang-isis-us-targets-its-psychology-.html?_r=0
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=SOlnH3f_dXwC&oi=fnd&pg=PA3&dq=extremists+more+willing+to+fight+and+die+for+a+cause&ots=hmGdhSidqB&sig=OPlCd3BBhpW7XErhyTD5_fNGEQc#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=SOlnH3f_dXwC&oi=fnd&pg=PA3&dq=extremists+more+willing+to+fight+and+die+for+a+cause&ots=hmGdhSidqB&sig=OPlCd3BBhpW7XErhyTD5_fNGEQc#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic1341873.files/Week%208/Kydd_2006.pdf


important in countries with a history of repressive governments and 

dishonest leaders. The more distrustful a population is of its government, the 

more likely this strategy is to work. 

Third, an extreme ideology is a way for groups to distinguish themselves 

from a competitive field of similar-looking rebel factions. Adopting the 

position as the “most Islamic” group has natural advantages. Few potential 

recruits motivated by a desire to protect Islam will be excited about joining 

the second most Islamic group. In addition, it is much easier to criticize other 

groups for failing to commit to Islam if you have already claimed the 

position of “most Islamic group.” The greater the number of competing 

factions in a civil war, the more likely this strategy is to work. 

These strategies are particularly effective at this time in the Middle East 

because the region contains all of the conditions conducive to extremism. 

First, most countries in the region are polarized along sectarian lines and 

civil war intensified these rivalries. This has placed a greater percentage of 

the population at the more radical extreme, where the recruitment of soldiers 

is easier. Second, most countries in the Middle East have a history of bad 

government. This creates an opening for rebel groups to use extreme 

ideology as a way to credibly commit to more accountable and just rule once 

in power. Third, the civil wars in Libya, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen 

have created a situation in which multiple rebel factions are competing with 

each other for local support and international financing. This is exactly the 

situation in which differentiating yourself from your rivals becomes 

important. 

So what should the United States do to counter extremism? First and 

foremost, provide hard evidence to local populations that radical groups will 

not rule as fairly and honestly as they claim they will. Outsiders can also 

help moderate groups devise their own costly signals that they will govern 

impartially and benevolently once in power. Enhancing the credibility of 

these moderate groups should help recruit the support of those citizens 

whose beliefs are more aligned with them and undercut the support of 

extremists. Moderate groups will also require more practical, material 

assistance to compete effectively with extremist groups that draw funding 

from wealthy like-minded donors abroad. 

The United States will not be able to stop the Islamic State or any of the 

extremist groups that have emerged in the Middle East until it understands 

why these groups are succeeding at this time. They are succeeding because 

the Middle East is home to some of the most corrupt, ineffective and 

exclusionary governments in the world. As a result, their populations are 

looking for new, more trustworthy leaders. Key to countering extremists, 

therefore, will be to help moderate groups communicate their ability and 

their desire to govern more effectively than past incumbents while providing 

http://users.auth.gr/kehagiat/Research/GameTheory/05PapersAdvanced/PoliticalScience/003fulltext.pdf


evidence that extremists will not. Provide this evidence, and you eliminate 

the source of radical Islam’s strength and appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Issues to be addressed during debate 
 
1.What is the definition of terrorism, if any? Which are the disputed 
issues with 
regards to it? Is a definition needed? 
2.How or why do religious terrorist organizations keep finding new 
recruits and financial means? What can be done to prevent this? 
3. Which are the principal terrorist groups based on the Middle East 
today? 
4.Is terrorism in the Middle East inherent to Islam? 
5.Are there any economic or socio-political factors that help religious 
terrorism strive? If so, how can they be faced? Did foreign powers play a 
role in this destabilization? 
6. How did terrorist organizations evolve? How are they maintaining 
their 
power? 
7. How or why do religious terrorist organizations keep finding new 
recruits and financial means? What can be done to prevent this? 
8.Which international legal instruments have been adopted to this day 
and 
which UN Resolutions address the issue of religious terrorism in the 
Middle East? 
9.Are there other armed groups active in the Middle east that are not 
considered terrorist organizations? If so, what is their role? 
10 Can terrorist be effectively disarmed and if so, how? 
11.Are groups such as IS a new phenomenon? Should it be dealt with 
differently? 
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